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Information sheet for the Wim Wenders Scholarship 
 
Since 2014, the Film- und Medienstiftung NRW has been awarding the Wim Wenders Scholarship 
to promote innovative cinematic storytelling. The aim of the grant is to support young filmmakers, 
especially from North Rhine-Westphalia, with their first and second film projects whose vision is 
to use new techniques to tell stories and enrich our visual imagery. In addition to the content of 
the project, the focus is also on the visual style. The scholarship is awarded annually as a grant 
with a total amount of up to 100,000 euros for development. The grant period is 12 months. 
 
Jury 
Wim Wenders and a team of advisors decide on the awarding of the grant once a year as part of a 
two-stage selection process consisting of the complete application for funding, submitted on 
time, and a live pitch in front of Wim Wenders and the team of advisors. 
 
Applicants 
Young filmmakers and explicitly film school graduates with their first place of residence in 
Germany, in particular in NRW, are eligible to apply. Production companies are excluded from this 
scholarship. Projects developed by students at a film or art school are also excluded. However, for 
the first or second project AFTER graduation applying is possible. We strongly encourage 
filmmakers who have not attended a film school but whose projects are convincing with new 
forms of cinematic artistry to apply. 
 
Application 
The following documents must be submitted with the application: 

• approx. 10 p. Concept of the project that illustrates the visual + narrative vision 

• a one-page pitch 

• a writer's note 

• a budget of the project development costs 

• a CV/filmography of the applicant  

• an audiovisual director’s reference project 

• a short video pitch (5 min. max.) 
 
Eligible costs 
The Wim Wenders grant is intended exclusively for the development of projects with expenses for 
author's fees, research, travel, trailer creation, development of visual-technical narrative tools 
and other costs. 
 
Important note: Only applications submitted until the submission deadline within our business 
hours via our online portal can be considered. 
 
Projects for which the Wim Wenders Grant is applied for cannot be submitted for a comparable 
type of funding from the Film- und Medienstiftung NRW. 
 
A second film already in production or which has received production funding counts as the 
filmmaker's second film. 



Recipients who have already received the Wim Wenders or Gerd Ruge grant may not reapply for 
either of these grants. 


